
 

SHELL 
 

The sea scallop shell has a classic form 

with smooth shell and edges.  The shell is 

generally pinkish-red in color, with 

striped variegation to darker shades.  It is 

fan-shaped with 20 elevated ribs.  Adult 

scallops themselves live together in 

groups called “beds,” on sandy or 

gravelly parts of the ocean floor.  They 

are generally found at depths 100 to 300 

feet on Georges Bank and in the Mid-

Atlantic. 
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