
 

CONCH SHELL 
A conch (pronounced “konk”) is one of a 

number of different species of saltwater snails 

or their shells.  They are marine gastropod 

mollusks and live on sandy bottoms among 

beds of sea grass in warm tropical waters.  As 

with all shelled gastropods, conches have 

spirally constructed shells.  They lay eggs in 

long gelatinous strands.  The meat of the 

conch is used as food and all parts are edible.  

Conch shells have been historically used as 

wind instruments by cutting a small hole in 

the spire and then blowing into the shell as if 

it were a horn. 
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