
 

NAUTILUS 

The word “Nautilus” comes from the Greek 

and means sailor.  It is a marine creature of 

the cephalopod family and has survived 

relatively unchanged for millions of years.  

They are considered to be “living fossils”.   

The lifespan of nautiluses is about twenty 

years.  They are similar in general form to 

other cephalopods with a prominent head and 

tentacles.  They are predators and feed mainly 

on shrimp, small fish and crustaceans which 

are captured by the tentacles. Their habitat is 

the deep slopes of coral reefs. 
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