
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BELL JAR 
 

Bell jars, also called “cucumber” or 

“melon” glasses were used in the 

18
th
 century in both Europe and 

America by gardeners to protect 

delicate plants from the cold.  

English horticulturist Sir Thomas 

Hanmer first documented their uses 

in 1659.  Eighteenth century bell 

jars were generally 18 inches wide 

at the rim and the same in height.  

Most were made of the same dark 

green glass that was used for wine 

bottles.  
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